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 Abstract: This study is carried out under the theme ‘Intersectionality, Digital Networks, and Grassroots 

Activism: Examining Social Media’s Role in Confronting Systemic Racism in the United States Following the 

Murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery’. It examines the intersections of social media 

activism, intersectionality, and grassroots mobilization during the aftermath of the tragic deaths of the above-

mentioned African Americans. It brings to the foreground a central problem: the role played by social media in 

shaping intersectional grassroots activism and public affect, particularly in response to racially motivated 

violence. It has a two-part aim. On one hand, it seeks to critically interrogate the capacity of social media to 

function as an accelerator and amplifier of anti-racist struggle, in the limelight of the Floyd, Taylor, and Arbery 

cases. On the other hand, it attempts to illuminate the ways intersectionality shapes, deepens, and globalizes the 

anti-racism fight. This paper is grounded in the theory of intersectionality and the reader response theory. It 

reveals that intersectional digital mobilization functions as a performative mechanism that challenges and helps 

reshape entrenched racial inequalities. Thus, it recommends an approach to social media that emphasizes its 

game-changing potential; its capacity to connect public feelings to social causes.  
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  ************* 

Résumé :  
À travers le sujet ‘Intersectionnalité, réseaux numériques et activisme de base : examiner le rôle des médias 

sociaux dans la lutte contre le racisme systémique aux États-Unis à la suite des meurtres de George Floyd, 

Breonna Taylor et Ahmaud Arbery,’ cet article explore les points de jonction entre l’activisme sur les réseaux 

sociaux, l’intersectionnalité et la mobilisation populaire déclenchée par les meurtres des Africains Américains 

ci-dessus mentionnés. Il met en exergue un problème central : le rôle joué par les médias sociaux dans la 

structuration de l’activisme intersectionnel et de l’affect public, en rapport aux violences raciales. Cet article 

repose sur un double objectif. D’une part, il vise à interroger de manière critique, la capacité des médias sociaux 
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à agir comme un accélérateur et un amplificateur de la lutte antiraciste. D’autre part, il met en lumière la manière 

dont l’intersectionnalité façonne, approfondit et globalise cette lutte. En s’appuyant sur la théorie 

intersectionnelle et la théorie de la réception, cet article révèle que la mobilisation numérique intersectionnelle 

fonctionne comme un mécanisme performatif contribuant à remodeler les inégalités raciales profondément 

enracinées. Aussi recommande-t-il une approche des médias sociaux qui mette en avant leur potentiel 

révolutionnaire ; leur capacité à relier les émotions des masses aux causes sociales. 

Mots clés : Amérique, Intersectionalité, Mobilisation, Racisme, Réseaux sociaux   

 

Introduction 
 

In recent years, the intertwining crises of racial injustice and systemic bias in the United 

States of America have emerged as central, urgent themes—subjects impossible to ignore in 

the wake of the highly publicized deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud 

Arbery. The enormous, nearly spontaneous mobilization of community responses across digital 

and physical spaces following these tragedies highlights not only the ongoing perils faced by 

African Americans but also the shifting terrain of activism. The choice of this research topic 

was motivated by a primary reason. It provides a timely and critical examination of the 

intersection between intersectionality theory, digital media, and grassroots activism, especially 

in the context of highly significant and recent events that have sparked widespread public outcry 

and mobilization. It addition, it advances the academic debates on how contemporary social 

movements leverage digital technologies to address complex social issues like systemic racism.  

The research problem at the heart of this analysis is clear: traditional modes of protest 

and policy change have been deeply disrupted, if not wholly transformed, by the decentralized, 

viral, and participatory logic of online networks. Yet, even as social media opens new channels 

for visibility and organizing, it also poses questions about the authenticity, sustainability, and 

inclusivity of contemporary anti-racist mobilization. Can digital movements translate outrage 

into material systemic change? How does intersectional analysis ensure marginalized voices 

remain centered in collective memory, advocacy, and justice reform? Is the digital public sphere 

equipped to confront the layered complexity of modern racial bias, or is it merely a fleeting 

stage for spectacle? The article’s main hypothesis centers on the transformative interplay 
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between digital platforms, intersectional thinking, and grassroots mobilization. This article 

hypothesizes that social media, precisely when it is harnessed through an intersectional lens, 

catalyzes a broader, more inclusive, and ultimately more impactful movement against systemic 

racial bias. In this sense, intersectionality is not merely an academic framework but a practical 

toolkit—shaping the content of protest, the contours of storytelling, and the architecture of 

coalition-building. The main argument developed and defended is therefore that intersectional 

digital activism—rooted in lived experience, collective narrative, and shared outrage—

produces the critical solidarity, creative advocacy, and pressure necessary to challenge 

entrenched racial inequalities, both institutionally and culturally, in the twenty-first century. 

This analysis is shaped by three main pillars, each rooted in a seminal case: firstly, the 

community’s response to the George Floyd tragedy illustrates the rapid escalation from digital 

documentation to mass protest, demonstrating how intersectional discourse and online 

mobilization can transform private pain into sustained public action and policy demand. 

Secondly, the Breonna Taylor incident is explored as both a critique of narrative erasure—

especially of African American women—and a template for how intersectional activism, 

powered through social media, can shift legislative frameworks and expand the boundaries of 

justice. Thirdly, the murder of Ahmaud Arbery serves as a lens onto the unique vulnerabilities 

of Black bodies in public spaces, while exemplifying the possibilities and tensions of coalition-

building between African American communities and white allies in the digital sphere, pushing 

for tangible policy reforms and deeper interracial dialogues. By tracing each case through the 

theoretical prisms of intersectionality and reader-response, this article seeks to contribute to the 

broader discourse on racial justice, digital activism, and social change—not simply as American 

challenges, but as global imperatives reshaping twenty-first-century visions of equity and 

solidarity. 
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1. A Detailed Account of Events Surrounding George Floyd’s Death 

Floyd, a black man, died in Minneapolis on May 25, 2020, after a white police officer, 

Derek Chauvin, knelt on his neck during an arrest for more than nine minutes even as Floyd 

begged for air. In the graphic cellphone footage, which spread quickly on social media media, 

guns drawn and lances raised the police looked brutal. The public’s horror was undergirded by 

the long history of state violence that stretched back over generations, turning Floyd’s death 

from another statistic into an emblem of larger systemic injustice.  

Protests erupted almost immediately around the world, but in America the episode 

became a crucible that ignited multi-racial, multigenerational organizing. The timeline of the 

event unfurled in the harsh light of digital surveillance and citizen journalism. Various cases of 

police violence went unnoticed in the United States of America. In contrast, the video of the 

killing of Floyd became viral via social media. News media and academic observers noted how 

the video’s graphic clarity had switched it from a regional tragedy to being declared as a 

national emergency (K.Y. Taylor, 2021). The trauma was bound, especially among African 

American communities and minorities, by a deep sense that waiting to be outraged was obsolete 

if anything about the status quo was going to change (Y. Bonilla & J. Rosa, 2015, p.12).  

1.1. Social Media and Community Mobilization in the Protests Over George Floyd’s 

Death 

Communities have long mobilized after episodes of racial injustice; social media 

provided a new infrastructure for speed, scale and inclusivity of response. Twitter, Instagram, 

Facebook and TikTok were simultaneously megaphones and congregation places. Hashtags 

such as ‘#BlackLivesMatter’ and ‘#JusticeForGeorgeFloyd’ have provided unifying banners 

that were also ‘‘[…] dynamic portals linking together people across racial, national, and 

ideological lines’’ (H. Jenkins, 2016, p.73). These digital networks allowed for quick 

mobilization of protesters, resource-sharing, and buoying up community calls for police 

accountability. Virality and the influence on activism was most stark in the early days following 
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Floyd’s death. Digital flash mobs that had been quickly organized coalesced into traditional 

physical protests in Minneapolis and then spread to over various cities around America within 

twenty-four hours. Real-time communication on social media, meanwhile, allowed information 

about protest sites, legal aid and safe routes to spread quickly among activists. Such 

decentralized, leaderless mobilization owes a lot to the logic of the digital public sphere 

(Jackson et al. 2020). It also facilitated collective strategizing, crossing local geographies and 

siloed communities.  

Importantly, these mobilizations weren’t confined to the digital realm. Echo chambers 

sprung into action as some protesters took to the streets, with others were very active on the 

internet ; either as digital advocates for the cause, spreading information and signing petitions 

or financial support, donating to bail funds. N. Carney (2016) argues that the ‘‘digital activism 

reinforces the physical mobilization and at the same time shifts participation to those who can’t 

participate in person.’’ (p.90) The protests were not only reactive but demanded specific policy 

changes; defund the police, invest in community initiatives and end qualified immunity became 

rallying cries. Conversely social media also allowed the traditionally marginalised – young 

voices, queers and people from intersecting oppressions –to have a say on how things are 

discussed. Content producers and mobilizers, multiple parts of whom had practiced or identified 

with intersectionality frameworks, linked anti-Black racism to economic inequality and other 

vectors of social stigma. Discussing this issue, D. Freelon and al. (2020) stress that ‘‘the Floyd 

protests exhibited a networked model of advocacy, which mobilised local voices and bestowed 

them with the power of celebrity allies.’’ (p. 28) Indeed, the decentralized but coordinated 

nature of community mobilization was a demonstration of the digital age has reconfigured 

political activism.  

1.2. The Importance of Intersectionality in Community and Grassroots Mobilisation 

It is important to underline that if social media provided the technological scaffold, 

intersectionality offered intellectual heft and ethical purpose for the spread of the information 

that fuelled community mobilization after George Floyd’s death. Intersectionality was first 
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suggested by K. Crenshaw (1989), and refers to the intersection of systems of oppression, such 

as racism, sexism, classism, to name but a few, which can lead to distinctive intersections of 

disadvantage. The resonance of the mobilization over George Floyd case had, in part, to do 

with its intersectional nature: activists more and more foregrounded the urgency to deal with 

police violence as the symptom of wider structural inequities that blight Black lives — and by 

extension, those of multiple-marginalized identities. Such a wide distribution of the digital 

campaign allowed intersectional voices to thrive. Campaigns to support Black trans lives picked 

up steam, while groups focused on issues like disability, immigration status and class added 

resources and narratives. For example, campaigns such as ‘#BlackTransLivesMatter’ gained 

new vitality alongside ‘#BlackLivesMatter’ campaign.  

This shifting of focus was not simply rhetorical; it crystallized in complex levels of 

coalition building and a widening range of policy demands. Academic and media accounts drew 

attention to the role of intersectionality in activism as ‘‘[…] it grounded strategy and provided 

a holistic understanding of systemic oppression and in communicating a systemic critique of 

injustice (P.H. Collins & S. Bilge 2020, p.37). Crucially, they did not homogenize identities or 

overlook intra-community distinctions. Rather, through the practice of intersectionality, it was 

by creating solidarity across gendered, sexualized and class lines. In fact, intersectional methods 

increased the authenticity and representativeness of collective mobilization and countered 

criticism that anti-racism work represents only the loudest or most privileged among us. 

Moreover, the intersectional discource helped make the complex realities of life under racism 

oppression seem more immediate--more true. This placed even more different kind of people 

from more diverse backgrounds in contact with each other and generated empathy amongst 

them.  

Intersectionality also influenced the movement's internal critique, ‘Say Her Name’, 

exposed the disappearance in media narratives of police violence of black women and femmes 

(K. Crenshaw et al. 2015). Such a movement to intersectional thinking not only broadened its 

coalition and legitimacy but also created more strength in its potential for transformative 
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change. Intersectional activism built international solidarity through digital platforms. 

Campaigners made connections between struggles in Brazil, Nigeria and other places. The way 

the global community responded to George Floyd's death was amazing not just because 

demonstrations happenned worldwide, but – and even so–  because of what protesters did. An 

alliance between digital platforms and intersectional thinking gave rise to a new model of anti-

racist activism that was open to all, super flexible and had an international reach. This 

technological and social justice combination was able to show how the lives of Black people 

could be made central to mass action and the more nuanced debates as well one is still 

participating in at present. At that time digital platforms were not a remedy for institutional 

racism but a very useful tool for speeding up, amplifying and finding new ways to change 

society. The Floyd protests persist as a testament to what can happen when digital community 

mobilisation and intersectional analysis work together to confront—over time–deep-seated 

racial hierarchies and continually midwife transformation. 

2. An Overview of the Breonna Taylor Case 

Breonna Taylor's death is a touching on-point demonstration of how racially biased 

policing has worked out in the United States of America. On March 13, 2020, Louisville police 

officers shot and killed Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old Black woman, in the middle of the night 

at her apartment building, where it never would have occurred to her that anyone could think 

they needed their door kicked in by police. 

The police officers were conducting a drug investigation that led them to Taylor's 

apartment with a warrant signed by a judge. After Taylor's boyfriend, Kenneth Walker, fired 

off a warning shot, thinking intruders had broken into their home, the officers fired back several 

times. Taylor had no criminal record indicating that she had been involved in drug dealing. She 

was also not carrying any visible weapon at the time her apartment was being searched by the 

police officers. Nevertheless, the officers fired at Taylor, who died from gunshot wounds. 

Discussing this issue in their article What to Know About Breonna Taylor’s Death, R. Oppel et 
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al. (2020) point out that the tragedy quickly became a microcosm of police power and racially 

biased practices.  

Media coverage didn't emphasize urgency and depth as it did for similar tragedies 

involving white citizens. Information continued to break about the case, and policies standard 

in the United States that were initially considered broadened by new information. Long-

established, justice-making routines showed their flaws. Responding to these issues, activist 

groups and Breonna Taylor's family expressed their attitude forever more on internal matters: 

they want a full accounting of police actions, openness in cases involving economic situations, 

and violence against poor Black women including their families back home when there is no 

guarantee they can deal with the social messages on their own. This stance illustrates the 

significance of the intersectional analysis for assessing situations that involve race, gender and 

social issues. As K. Crenshaw (1991) clearly points out in her article Mapping the Margins: 

Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of Colour, ‘‘[…] intersectional 

analysis shows how race, gender and class interact to make one more or less likely to be 

vulnerable to violence or have one's account written out of official narratives’’ (p. 1253). 

2.1. Power of Social Media to Discuss Uncomfortable Racial Issues 

In the months following her death, social media platforms became essential to thrusting 

the case of Breonna Taylor into public consciousness. Communities on Twitter, Instagram and 

Facebook played a crucial role in ensuring that Taylor's story did not get forgotten. This is very 

different to traditional media, where stories abouth Black female victims are often marginalised. 

Hashtags such as ‘#SayHerName’ and ‘#JusticeForBreonnaTaylor’ went global and brought 

together a varity of people to campaign. Both activists and ordinary people spread the word 

about Taylor's story, called for justice using online petitions, held virtual protest vigils, and 

relayed in formation on demonstrations and court cases. 

New types of leadership and narrative ownership were able to emerge because social 

media is a decentralized entity. In particular, African American women employed digital tools 
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to speak out about how hard it is being both Black and female. Major activists and social media 

influencers utilized their platforms to demand attention for Taylor's case, to fight against the 

erasure from conversations on state violence of Black women, and to hold institutions 

accountable. Many of these online actions turned into real-life protests, with organizers 

arranging logistics and legal resources and monitoring in real time as police reacted through 

social media. Additionally, the conjunction of digital activism and an intersectional 

consciousness in 2020 led to uncomfortable but necessary conversations about the devaluation 

of Black lives in general. The central issue of these conversations was the police brutalizing 

Black people. J. Ritchie and M. Kaba (2022) wrote in their book No More Police: A Case for 

Abolition, that ‘‘[…] users had to face the fact that police violence is not only an issue with 

African American men […] It also showed that the experiences of African American women 

are framed in many cases by racism while they are also subject to misogyny’’ (p. 81). The art 

continuum also joined the movement. Artists, writers, and campaigners on the grassroots 

produced creative campaigns based on poems, paintings, and story telling. These initiatives 

promoted public understanding, created community common mourning for the loss—and a 

healing process. Thus, intersectionality ceased being a mere academic concept and became a 

tangible reality, moving people to reflect on differences within the Black community and the 

broader imperative to build solidarity across marginalized groups. 

It became particularly important for the hashtag ‘#SayHerName’ to become viral because 

this new frame cast a media spotlight on the violence that Black women suffer from state forces. 

The core idea of ‘#SayHerName’ was that Black women did not exist in popular discourse and 

that they were underrepresented in social movements. Then, ‘#SayHerName’ was such a 

straightforward name because it left no room for doubt or equivocation on what this movement 

is about: Black people generally don't get justice. Social media was able to convey Taylor's life 

and death on a scale previously unheard of. It turned her from just a figure of statistics into an 

object enshining purpose hope for justice to her followers and forlorn people everywhere.  
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2.2. From Protest to Policy : The Role of Intersectional Discourse in the Demand for 

Systemic Change 

The Breonna Taylor case manifested itself far beyond viral spectrum and street protests. 

It is a direct example and a hardcore evidence of how intersectional action can turn online 

energy into real-life legal and policy changes. Digital campaigns forced elected officials and 

police departments to reconsider, change, or abolish policies that discriminated against minority 

groups, including no-knock warrants. Social media campaigns that persisted for some time led 

the Louisville Metro Council, for example, to pass ‘Breonna's Law’, making no-knock warrants 

illegal only weeks after protests erupted nationwide (Oppel et al. 2020). The policy victories 

achieved in Taylor's name were only possible because people kept pursuing an intersectional 

approach on the ground. By putting the voices of Black women and LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender, or Queer) activists in the forefront of things, organizers made sure that 

the policy conversation touched all important aspects. Intersectionality served as the ethical 

framework of these measures to argue that reform has to take into account all different, 

interconnected disadvangytems. 

In Taylor’s case, justice meant pushing not only for criminal charges against the officers 

involved but winning more civilian oversight over police, demilitarisation of the force and a 

general rethink on public protection. This multi-faceted strategy was based on problems in 

class, gender and housing and disability linked contemporary human rights analysis. Those 

kinds of demands made something of a splash and ended up bringing about similar changes in 

cities across America. It also demonstrates the power of pairing digital mobilisation with an 

intersectional critique. The fight for justice in Taylor's case meant going beyond policy and 

indicted unjust systems in the media, in schools, and in everyday conversation. In academic 

reviews, the exclusion of stories told by African American women was flagged as a form of 

erasure that mainstream narratives create (M. Harris-Perry, p. 2011). In the courtroom, 

journalists tried to illustrate how existing rules of storytelling demanded that African Americans 

couldn’t be portrayed in certain ways (J. Alexander, p. 2010). In the shift of public awareness, 
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reflected in a huge number of opinion pieces and college departments revising their curriculum, 

there was evidence for a deeper knowledge about what makes systemic biases grow. The 

intersectional slant of the movement was incredibly important because it led to new alliances 

and ways of being together. Grassroots groups like the ‘Movement for Black Lives and Black 

Women’s Blueprint’ worked with groups that fight against the real estate industry, for 

reproductive rights and social housing for disabled people. Efforts to build coalitions and bring 

into the movement non-traditional actors who had previously not been involved both 

broadened, as A. Garza mentionned (2020), ‘‘ […] the base of supporters and made the struggle 

more effective in practice, showing that such struggle against anti-Black violence requires a 

broad vision of social justice.’’ (p. 67) 

The Breonna Taylor incidents feature two 'entities': the ongoing violence committed 

against Black women by government-appointed officials and the ability of intersectional 

coalition-building and digital campaigning to recast justice altogether. Both digitally and 

physically, society has refused to be erased, and called for political changes. It set new standards 

for how movements are fought and won in the 21st century. In this new movement, social media 

has fueled anger and hope; intersectional literature has given both a historically rich and 

sophisticated understanding of freedom in which to draw strength. Breonna Taylor's name can 

never be forgotten. In the end, it was intersectionality and grassroots mobilisation, boosted by 

digital infrastructure, that turned a tragedy into force for change itself.  

3. Exploring the Ahmaud Arbery Tragedy 

The murder of Ahmaud Arbery in Glynn County, Georgia, on February 23, 2020 is a fatal 

reminder that not only are acts of racial violence recurring, but the relationship between local 

institutions and large national movements for justice has no room at all to coexist. Three white 

men (Travis McMichael, Gregory McMichael, and William Bryan) chased down Arbery, a 

Black man who was jogging through a suburb. He was only 25 years old. At first, the attackers 

said they thought Arbery had stolen something. Nevertheless, the act was widely denounced as 

a modern-day lynching. Local police knew the suspects and bungled evidence, so little action 
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was taken at first. This led to months of foot-dragging, which angered people and led to national 

protests when footage filmed by Bryan himself became public in May 2020. 

The delayed release of this footage to the public was a sign of deep-seated systemic 

injustices in the legal and social systems of the American South. It showed how dangerous 

vigilante policing can be and how vulnerable Black bodies are in public places. It is one more 

evidence of those long-established injustices which put blame upon black men for crimes they 

had not committed. These events sparked intense discussions in the media, academia, and 

society at large, regarding issues of race, citizenship, and systemic bias, leading to significant 

reassessments of policing methods and the narrative influence of digital evidence as a 

contemporary activist tool.  

3.1. Facilitating Racial Conversations with White Allies via Social Media 

One of the most important social and political responses to Arbery's killing unfolded 

across social media platforms. Since the footage was uploaded onto the web in May 2020, it 

has caused an intensive outpouring of public reaction and rivulets of hashtags such as 

‘#RunWithMaud’ and ‘#JusticeForAhmaud’. The campaign used a multiple intersectional 

strategy that gave black activists entries and drew in white communities which were not 

interested in the nuances of racial violence. This unprecedented mobilisation was largely 

covered by media, particularly social media, with detailed information always passing 

uncensored across borders (Jenkins 2016; Jackson et al. 2020), helping Arbery's story to spread 

across regional, and demographic lines.  

People from all walks of life were called to post their runs online and show their support 

by the ‘Run with Maud’ hashtag campaign. This transformed an act that had once been 

harmless--jogging--into one that was both violent and protective of Arbery's vulnerability as a 

Black man. In Running While Black: How the Arbery Case Ignited a Push for Racial Justice, 

A. Burch (2020) notices that numerous white allies talked of their experiences with anti-Black 

racism on Twitter, in video testimonials and on blogs and often spoke about how they came to 
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understand the everyday dangers that African Americans face. Likewise, R. Ray and L. Brown 

(2020) mention that these digital arenas really did ‘‘[…] enable [white] people to learn things 

as they went on.’’ There were a lot of educate threads and live discussions on Twitter, 

Instagram, Facebook during the law history of citizens' arrest and how white things are 

contributing to racial violence all the time. Groups and activists gave white allies clear steps to 

take, such as getting in touch with their legislators, giving money to the right places and making 

Black stories heard. 

How vital primary sources are cannot be emphasized enough; raw video clips, open letters 

by professors themselves, memos from prosecutors and testimony are quickly going viral. 

Public events form both evidence and calls for action. Video footage of Wanda Cooper-Jones, 

Arbery's mother, and her interviews, which often are shared on YouTube and Twitter, were 

strong reasons for social change. With the support of digital storytelling, Black and allied 

communities transformed what happened to Arbery into a metaphor that permeated the entire 

society.  

3.2. The Intersectional Discourse as a Key Catalyst for Protests and Advocacy for Social 

Transformation 

A profound shift in mainstream discourse emerged after the Arbery tragedy, as the 

narratives woven through social media foregrounded the experiences of those at the intersection 

of multiple forms of oppression. People from different walks of life, through social media or 

some other outlets, began to uncover the experience of people living at the margins. They were 

brought up for public reflection and discussion of the vast web of structural disadvantages 

afflicting Black communities-whether in law, economics, or geography. The response to the 

tyranny of justice took a more broad and comprehensive form, denouncing racism and cultural 

violence as well. Intersectional advocacy focuses on the need for justice for Arbery and also 

raises questions about areas such as citizen's arrest laws, how neighborhood associations work 

and the way public safety discourses are politically exploited in relation to marginalized 
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communities. Critical race theorists caution us not to limit advocacy to one issue or identity but 

that it should be multi-faceted action based on coalitions. 

Months after his death, Arbery’s name kept appearing across the web, and in real life, on 

protest placards, in sports promotions, editorial cartoons, becoming a voice for change, at the 

heart of solidarity, causing kinds of support to converge education, material realities, and calls 

to action. The shift from internet anger to actual activity was both fast and wide. Local protests 

began in Brunswick, GA, and then spread to various other sites. In the wake of the video's 

online remains, within days nationwide demonstrations broke out everywhere. Protesters asked 

for accountability as local and federal law enforcement were finally required to do something 

(J. Eligon and R. Rojas, 2020) The digital infrastructure of mobilization exiled individual anger 

to the collective. Whether it was tweet threads where one could find information for legal 

fundraisers, Instagram infographics explaining citizen's arrest law, or Facebook groups setting 

national shopping day protests, all of this helped to hasten formation instituting action and 

collective political power (Freelon at el, 2020). As a result, smaller public spaces began to turn 

to intersectional approaches. When groups such as 2020's ' ‘Black Lives Matter’, ‘the NAACP’, 

‘LGBTQ+’ and other forces for justice converged together to convey that Arbery was 

particularly at-risk for, much less capable of, self-defence, they also probed the intersections 

between race, class, gender and geography that made its violence possible. K. Crenshaw (1989) 

argues that, ‘the struggle against anti-Black racism necessitates the nuanced integration of 

gender, class and regional sensibilities for effective political mobilisation’ (p. 148). This 

formulation highlights a key insight of intersectionality theory: the multiplicative effect when 

different social identities or systems of oppression overlap is a unique experience in itself. As 

K. Crenshaw (1989) points out that ‘‘[…] anti-black racism cannot be fought in isolation; [one] 

must also consider how it intersects with other power structures.’’ Indeed, effective political 

mobilization must seek to represent the diversity within Black communities, and reject the idea 

that one-size-fits all is an adequate response to racial justice. Viewed through an intersectional 

lens, constructive strategies for action can be more easily conceived. These strategies can also 
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spur a broad coalition of voices for an against an issue. As a result, Black liberation struggles 

in both theory and practice become more tolerant and environmentally stable. 

The success of digital community organizing and an intersectional approach to discussing 

race have played a role in the fight against systemic racial bias. Social media provided a 

platform where people who took video could easily share their work with network-like 

distribution. It also became an arena to air grievance of another race other than one’s own, to 

spread resources enabling interracial dialogues about justice for everyone. With time, this began 

shaping political policy as well as broadened interpretations of what collective justice would 

actually entail. Intersectional organizing deepened the significance of advocacy for Arbery's 

death; it was no longer just an isolated injury to one person. This murder became a symbol and 

narrative beyond mere facts, it became something that called for reimagining justice as well as 

evidence, in America. The legacy of ‘#RunWithMaud’, the digital campaign for legislation and 

efforts to create coalitions of advocates that continue demonstrate how critically important 

intersectionality and social media have been in a long-term struggle against racial inequality-

which must ultimately be defeated in its systemic forms. 

Conclusion  

The three cases examined in this analysis—George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud 

Arbery—highlight how violent incidents rooted in racial bias can lead to personal trauma and 

spark local outrage. In the digital era, these events can also ignite global movements for justice. 

When George Floyd was killed, social media soon changed first-hand accounts and mobile-

phone footage of a gruesome example of Police brutality into rallying points that could span 

races and generations. This virtual amplification turned anger into collective protests, 

legislative lobbying and grassroots self-help. It shows how digital networking can greatly 

extend the reach of social movements. The Floyd tragedy revealed the importance of 

intersectionality in effective mobilization, presenting the multiple and interacting lived 
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experiences which underlie antiracism efforts; it showed how digital spaces provide a bridge 

across identity boundaries and borders.  

In a similar way, Breonna Taylor's case illustrates the compounded vulnerability of Black 

women to state violence, the difficulties of narrative erasure and institutional neglect. In this 

instance, intersectional analysis is not just for institutions of higher learning. It is also important 

in the public consciousness and collective memory. Social media sites broke the silence that 

might have hidden Taylor's case. They rallied digital communities united behind the hashtag 

‘#SayHerName’ and connected her story to larger campaigns seeking policy changes, such as 

a ban on no-knock warrants. This incident demonstrated how intersectional digital activism can 

effect real policy changes, strengthen ties between different movements and create new spaces 

for brave and imaginative storytelling that can challenge both institutional silencing and 

simplistic tales. The struggle for justice after Ahmaud Arbery's murder also demonstrated how 

dangerous everyday racism remains and how the digital record can alter people's actions. Social 

media gave African American communities, white allies and a multiethnic base an arena to 

discuss publically privilege, complicity, structural violence. The case illustrates how 

coordinated digital organising, interdisciplinary coalition-building and round-the-clock media 

exposure can transform Internet activism into real accountability and substantial policy shift. 

The three case studies were totally in line with the main thesis of the article: 

intersectionality combined with grassroots activism in digital communities affords an 

affirmative framework for combatting systemic racial discrimination collectively and making 

real changes in society. As shown in the article, digital platforms are not just a pick up place 

for information. They are also places where feeling can be expressed, where voices that are not 

heard can speak louder, and people can join together to form something different and makes 

change. Intersectionality, on the other hand, provides both unity and diversity for these 

movements. With respect to differences, it ensures that struggles over race, gender, class, 

sexuality are held simultaneously.  
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