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Publishing Line

he African Journal Kurukan Fuga is an online scientific journal
of the Department of Fducation and Research in English (DER
English) of the ‘University of Letters and Human Sciences of
Bamako. It is a quarterly Journal which appears in March, June,
September and December. The African Journal Kurukan Fuga was set
up from the desire of the English Department professors to enrich their
university landscape, which is quite poor in scientific journals (three
journals for the whole university). Indeed, more and more young
teacher-researchers arrive in our universities, and higher education
institutions and institutes with very (imited publication opportunities.
The English Department is a case in point, with more than forty young
doctors and doctoral students producing scientific articles which almost
always have to be published elsewhere. The African Journal Kurukan
Fuga intends to boost scientific research by offering larger publication
spaces with its four annual publications. The creation of this journal is
therefore intended as a response to the many requests made by many
teacher-researchers in Mali and elsewhere who often do not have free
access to quality online documentation for teaching and research. The
Jjournal favors texts in English; however, texts in other languages are
also accepted.
The journal publishes only quality articles that have not been published
or submitted for publication in any other journals. Each article is
subjected to a double blind reading. The quality and originality of the
articles are the only criteria for publication.
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Argumentaire de 'appel a communication du 3eme Colloque Scientifique
International des Laboratoires LAReLSo et LaRMA (UYOB-FLSL)

I-CONTEXTE ET JUSTIFICATION

L’ Afrique, depuis son accession a la souveraineté politique dans les années soixante, demeure
en proie a des crises multidimensionnelles, mélant insécurité armée, fractures sociales, fragilité
étatique, corruption, Africaphobie! et chocs économiques, qui compromettent durablement ses
trajectoires de développement et entravent 1’affirmation d’une véritable indépendance sur tous
les plans. C’est dans ce contexte que des leaders patriotes et visionnaires, notamment au sein
de I’Alliance des FEtats du Sahel, s’attachent & rompre les chaines de I’impérialisme, du
néocolonialisme, du sous-développement et de la dépendance a 1’Occident. Cependant, il
convient de noter que les premiers leaders africains révolutionnaires tels que Modibo KEITA,
Julius NYERELE, Kwame KRUMMAH, Thomas SANKARA, Mohammad GADAFI et
d’autres ont vu leurs luttes avortées en mi-chemin car elles n’étaient pas assez adossées a la
science et a la recherche scientifique. De méme plusieurs crises assaillent I’ Afrique de nos jours,
surtout sur le plan sécuritaire, mais la réponse semble étre toujours soit militaire, soit faire
recours a des personnes non universitaires, voire des non experts dans le domaine de la
recherche scientifique. Le Mali, le Burkina Faso et le Niger ne font malheureusement pas
exception. Pour pallier cette situation, une place de choix devrait étre accordée aux sciences et
la recherche scientifique d’ou I’impérieuse nécessité de I’implication du monde universitaire.

En effet, les sciences, qu’elles soient africaines ou importées, constituent sans nul doute le
veritable creuset de connaissances, de savoir-faire et de technicité permettant de poser des
diagnostics fins, des outils de prévention et des évaluations d’impact indispensables pour
concevoir des politiques publiques ou stratégies adaptées aux spécificités locales sahéliennes et
africaines. Les approches scientifiques permettent également de dépasser les réponses purement
militaires en intégrant prévention, résilience sociale, relance économique et réconciliation, et
en rendant les interventions plus légitimes et efficaces. Pour corroborer ce qui précéde, Aristote
dans le Traité d’Organon écrit: «La connaissance scientifique se définit comme la
connaissance des causes, son approche formelle vise a distinguer le démontrable (théoremes)
et I'indémontrable (axiomes), ce qui releve de I'enchainement causal et ce qui reléve des
principes premiers.»(Vrin, 1979,p.89) .En termes explicites, la recherche scientifique favorise
I’appréhension objective et la découverte réelle des causes d’un probléme ou d’une
problématique tout en évitant de s’agripper a des causes qui ne découlent pas d’une
connaissance scientifique véritablement avérée .1l est également saillant de faire remarquer que
la recherche est un effort pour trouver quelque chose ou un effort de I'esprit vers la connaissance
(Le Grain, M., 1994, p. 945). De méme, D. Bruno (1994, p. 85), soulignera que la recherche est
un exercice systématique et méthodique portant sur I'étude d'un probleme ou d'une question et
mettant en cause des faits qui doivent étre vérifiables en vue d'atteindre une fin : la résolution
d'un probleme ou la réponse a une question ou d'une hypothése préalable, la recherche exige

I Terme utilisé par I'écrivain malien Aboubacar Sidiki COULIBALY (2024, p.95) dans son roman socio-historique,
Le monde Africain doit se réveiller, Bamako : Alqualam, pour signifier le rejet et le dégo(it pour tout ce qui est
africain ou renvoie a 'Homme africain ou a I’Afrique
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ipso facto un travail d'interprétation. La science, quant a elle, renvoie a I’ensemble des
connaissances humaines acquises par la spécialisation (études) ou par 1’expérience (pratiques)
.Son fondement est la raison et I’objectivité.

En sus, 1’émergence de I’ Alliance des Etats du Sahel (AES) crée un nouvel espoir pour toute
I’ Afrique et constitue un espace stratégique sous régional requérant des réponses harmonisées
mais devraient étre fondées sur des savoirs locaux et scientifiques pour ménager la sécurité, la
gouvernance et la reconstruction nationale. C’est pour cette raison que COULIBALY (2024,
p.94) écrit : « La seule science qui libére I’Homme véritablement quel que soit le degré de
I’aliénation est la science de soi-méme.» Nous comprenons ainsi la prééminence des
connaissances, des valeurs et savoir-faire endogénes dans la résolution des conflits et la
reconstruction nationale a 1’ére de la reconfiguration de 1’ Afrique et de la multipolarisation du
monde.

Ce troisitme colloque international offrira une tribune idéale pour interroger, analyser et
préconiser, dans toute leur étendue, les outils pertinents de décolonisation, les mécanismes de
résolution des crises et les dynamiques de reconstruction des Etats africains par la science et la
recherche scientifique, dans un contexte marqué par les enjeux du néocolonialisme et de la
menace terroriste. Il convient d’ores et déja d’affirmer que science et recherche scientifique
sont indissociables et qu’elles doivent exercer pleinement leur vocation pour résoudre les
grandes problématiques de la cité et favoriser son développement.

Comme Obijectif, ce colloque scientifique international vise a créer un cadre de rencontres et
d’échanges entre chercheurs nationaux et internationaux sur la problématique de la
décolonisation Vvéritable, la résolution des crises par la science et la recherche scientifique au
Sahel et en Afrique de fagon générale. Il ambitionne également de proposer, a partir des résultats
scientifiques issus des travaux menés par les chercheurs et enseignants-chercheurs du Sahel, de
I’Afrique et, plus largement, de la communauté scientifique internationale, des pistes de
solutions endogenes aux défis sécuritaires et de développement qui fragilisent ces régions sur
tous les plans. A cet effet, les axes suivants sont retenus pour les propositions de communication

II-AXES DE COMMUNICATION
e Axe 1 : Diagnostic scientifique des crises africaines et reconstruction nationale

Mettre en lumiére la capacité des disciplines scientifiques a analyser finement les causes
multidimensionnelles des crises (insécurité armée, fragilité étatique, ruptures sociales,
Africaphobie, chocs économiques), en mobilisant tant les méthodologies quantitatives
que qualitatives pour établir un état des lieux rigoureux.

e Axe 2: Littérature, Langue et valorisation des valeurs et savoirs endogénes

Promouvoir les recherches conduites en terre africaine et la redécouverte des savoir-
faire traditionnels comme fondements d’une science authentiquement africaine, apte a
proposer des solutions adaptées aux réalités culturelles, sociales et environnementales
du Sahel et du continent.
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Axe 3: Gouvernance, securité et deéveloppement fondés sur la recherche
Souligner I’'importance d’intégrer systématiquement les résultats scientifiques dans
I’¢laboration et 1’évaluation des politiques publiques, afin de dépasser les réponses
purement militaires et d’instaurer des dispositifs de prévention, de résilience civile et de
relance économique légitimes et durablement efficaces.

Axe 4 — Libre

Cet axe est libre et prend en compte tous les autres volets connexes.

I11-Calendrier

Lancement de I"appel : 22 Novembre 2025
Date limite de soumissions des abstracts/résumes : 10 Mars 2026,
Les Notifications d"acceptation : 15 mars 2025

Date de déroulement du 2°™ Colloque Scientifique International : 30 et 31 mars 2026
a I’Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako-Kabala-Mali.

IV-Informations générales sur le colloque

Les propositions de communication (New Times Roman, police 12,interligne simple),
assorties d’un résumé de 300 mots et de 5 mots clés maximum en francais ou en
anglais ou en arabe sont recevables aux adresses électroniques suivantes :
Labolarelso010@gmail.com_ ou larmaulshbmali@gmail.com jusqu’au 10 Mars 2026.
Date de notification des résumeés acceptés : 15 Mars 2026.Le colloque se déroulera du
30 au 31 mars 2026 a la cité universitaire de Kabala — a 1I’Université Yambo
OUOLOGUEM de Bamako.

Les auteurs y indiqueront les noms et prénoms du ou des contributeurs,
I’institution/laboratoire d’attache, le grade ou la qualité, ’axe d’étude choisi, 1’adresse
électronique et les mots-clés au-dessous du résumé. Les langues d’écriture des
communications ou articles sont le frangais, ’anglais et 1’arabe. Les auteurs des
propositions des résumés retenus seront invités a payer 25.000FCFA comme frais
de participation par communicant. Les meilleurs textes apres évaluation seront
publiés dans un numéro spécial de la Revue Kuru kan Fuga ou la Revue LaRMA.

Comité d’organisation

Président du comité d’Organisation

Prof. Ismaila Zangou Barazi (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
Adjoint au Président du comité d’Organisation

Prof. Aboubacar Sidiki - (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

Membres du Comité d’organisation

Dr. Abdoul karim HAMADOU Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)
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— Dr. Aldiouma Kodio- Maitre de Conférences (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr.Abdoulaye Samaké- Maitre de Conférences (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr.Zakaria Nounta- Maitre de Conférences (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr.Abdoul Karim Camara- Maitre de Conférences (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM
de Bamako)

— Dr. Binta Koita- Maitre de Conférences (Universitt Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr.Mahamadou Simpara- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr. Moussa Sougoulé- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr. Boureima Bamadio- Maitre de Conférences-(Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr. Mamadou Diamouténé- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr. Moulaye Koné- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
— Dr. Ibrahim Maiga- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
— Dr.Adama Samakeé- (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

— Dr. Issiaka Diarra- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

— Dr. Hamadou BOLY Maitre-Assistant (Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

— Dr. Gouro N’Diaye Maitre-Conférences (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

— Dr. Abdourouph Sagayar Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
— Dr. Aboubakr S Cisse Maitre-Conférences (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

— Dr. Youssouf Mariko- Maitre de Conférences (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr. Mamady Sidibé- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
— Dr. Drissa Ballo- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

— Mr. Abdoulaye Abou Coulibaly-Etudiant en Master Traduction- (Yambo OUOLOGUEM de
Bamako)

— Dr. Mamadou SAMAKE , Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
— Dr.Pierre Dembélé- Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
— Dr .Salimatou Traoré- Maitre-Assistante-(Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
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Dr.Djibril Tounkara, Maitre-Assistant (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
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Dr.lbrahim Maiga — Maitre-Assistant-(Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
Mr.Diby Keita-doctorant -(Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
Mr.Mahamadou KK Koita-Doctorant-(Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

Comité scientifigue du collogue

Président du comité Scientifique

Prof. Mohamed Minkailou (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

Membres du Comité Scientifigue
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Prof. Idrissa Soiba Traoré (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
Prof. Ismaila Zangou Barazi (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)

Prof.Gorgui Dieng-Université Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar —Senegal
Prof.Aliou Sow- Université Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar —Senegal
Prof. Aboubacar Sidiki Coulibaly— (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako )

Prof. Mamadou Lamine Dembélé (Université des Sciences Juridiques et Politiques de
Bamako)

Prof. Fatoumata Keita - (Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
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Prof Abdourahamane A Cisse IHERI-AB
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Prof. Oumar Kamara (Université des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines de Bamako)
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prof. Brema Ely Dicko—(Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako)
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Prof.N’Bégué Koné —(Université Yambo OUOLOGUEM de Bamako
Prof. Zorobi Phillipe Toh-Université Alassane Ouattara de Bouaké

Dr. Saliou Dione- Maitre de Conférences- (Université Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar-
Sénégal)

Dr. Aboubacar A Maiga - Maitre de Conférences- (école du journalisme)
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SOUNDIATA KEITA AND THE KURUKAN FUGA CHARTER: A TIMELESS MODEL OF
LEADERSHIP
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Abstract

This article deals with Soundiata Kéita and the Kurukan Fuga Charter: a timeless model for
leadership. Soundiata Kéita is an important personality in the history of the Mali Empire. He played
a fundamental role before and after its foundation. This article seeks to show the different
achievements of Soundiata Kéita both as a leader and hero and the lessons current societies can draw
to improve their existence. The theory of postcolonialism is used to analyze and interpret the data.
The qualitative method is used to collect the data. Soundiata Kéita was the leading figure at the
Kurukan Fuga Conference in 1236 and the charter that was adopted to regulate the entire life of the
Mali Empire. That charter served the Mali Empire and is still a living and useful heritage at the service
of the present and future generations. The survival and good reputation of the Mali Empire are mainly
due to Soundiata Kéita’s good leadership. His leadership qualities can serve as examples to current

leaders.
Key words: Kurukan Fuga Charter, leadership, model, Soundiata Kéita, timeless.

E-mail : samakeadama68@yahoo.fr

Résumé

Cet article traite de Soundiata Kéita et la Charte de Kurukan Fuga : un modele éternel de
leadership. Soundiata K¢éita est une personnalité importante dans I’histoire de I’Empire du Mali. Il a
joué un rdle essentiel avant et apres sa fondation. Cet article vise a montrer les différents acquis de
Soundiata Kéita a la fois comme leader et héros et les lecons que les sociétés actuelles peuvent tirer
pour améliorer leur existence. La théorie du postcolonialisme est utilisée pour analyser et interpréter
les données. La méthode qualitative est employée pour collecter les données. Soundiata Kéita était le
personnage principal a la Conférence de Kurukan Fuga en 1236 et la charte adoptée pour réguler
I’ensemble de la vie de I’Empire du Mali. Cette charte a servi I’Empire du Mali et demeure un héritage
vivant et utile pour les générations actuelles et futures. La survie et la bonne réputation de I’Empire
du Mali sont principalement dues au bon leadership de Soundiata Kéita. Ses qualités de leader peuvent

servir d’exemples aux leaders actuels.
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Mots clés : Charte de Kurukan Fuga, leadership, modele, Soundiata Kéita, éternel.

Introduction

The Kurukan Fuga Charter offered Soundiata Kéita the frame to rule adequately the Mali Empire
and be a timeless model of leadership. Contrary to many leaders, his influence went beyond his time
and space. Today inspirations and lessons can be drawn from him to improve leadership. He is an
important figure in the history of the Mali Empire. He played a fundamental role before and after its
foundation. He was the central personality at the Kurukan Fuga Conference in 1236, leading to the
adoption of the Kurukan Fuga Charter. This charter was adopted to regulate the entire life of the Mali
Empire. It is still a living and useful heritage at the service of the present and future generations. The
survival and reputation of the Mali Empire are mainly due to Soundiata Kéita’s good leadership. He
is a hero and a valuable heritage for current societies. The importance of a hero is timeless in the

existence of societies. His deeds should serve as inspirations for the management of current societies.

The main objective of the study is to show Soundiata Kéita as a timeless model of leadership.
Specifically, it aims to show some main achievements of Soundiata Kéita as a leader and the lessons

to be drawn from his deeds to improve leadership today.
To achieve the main and specific objectives the following questions are raised:
- Why is Soundiata Kéita a timeless model of leadership?

- What are some of his main achievements as a leader?
- What lessons can be drawn from his deeds to improve leadership today?

The theory of postcolonialism is used to analyze and interpret the data. The qualitative method is

used to collect the data.

Structurally, the paper is made up of two major parts: the first one deals with some main
achievements of Soundiata Kéita as a leader and the second one concerns the lessons to be drawn

from his deeds to improve leadership today
1- Some main achievements of Soundiata Kéita as a leader

Soundiata Kéita is an unquestionable figure in the history of the Mali Empire. His timeless
reputation is due to his heroism and leadership before and after the foundation of the Mali Empire.

During his lifetime he has undertaken many actions both as a hero and leader. His initiatives enabled
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the Mali Empire to be founded, stable, prosperous, reputable and enduring for current and future

generations.

First of all, Soundiata Kéita was the leading figure in the main battle of liberation of his kingdom
(Manden) and allied kingdoms from the oppression of Soumahoro Kanté, king of Soso in 1235. That
battle was called the “Battle of Kirina”. He was the focus in that battle. However, other battles
happened between the people of Manden and Soumahoro kanté from 1205 to 1235. During that
period, he was in exile with his mother and daughter. In his article ‘La Charte de Kurukan Fuga:
portée historique et enseignement pour le présent’, Dr Boré shows the heroism and leadership of
Soundiata Kéita through the following passage:

Manden will only be saved by Sunjata at his return from Méma where he was a
refugee. The brotherhood of hunters, donzo, guardian of security, protection of the
population gathers around it, the distraught great simbo, the local chiefs to try to find
a solution to the serious crisis that Manden was facing. That coalition calls Sunjata
and asks him to lead the operations. The allied succeeded defeating in Krina in 1235,
the king of Soso who proclaimed himself king of Manden according to tradition.

Sunjata replaced him as king, the supreme recognized king of Manden?. (Boré, 2019,
p. 79).

The battle of Kirina was not a mere battle. It was determinant in the survival of Manden and
surrounding communities. Soundiata Kéita was viewed as the last hope by his fatherland’s people.
He fulfilled their wishes by not only responding positively to their call, but also leading the operations
up to the victory of his coalition against his opponents. These two deeds are parts of the qualities of

a true leader and hero.

The battle of Kirina is so important in the history of Manden because of what happened before and
after it. It is also important due to what exactly happened during it. In La Charte du Manden Y oussouf

Tata Cissé explains exactly what occurred during that battle. Here is the passage:

The first battle that army led against that of Soumaworo happened in the vast
peneplain of Kirina, that stretches from that antique city to the foot of cliffs of
mandingo mountains, where its name of battle of Kirina. The power of the present
forces was outstanding. « When Soundiata’s eyes fell on the army of Soumaworo,
he believed it was a storm...as to Soumaworo, when he perceived the army of
Soundiata, he says : “What is that mountain of stone ?’... » The shock was terrible.
The battle lasted all day and continued -rare thing- the night, in the bay of Siby ; it

2 e Mandé ne sera sauvé gue par Sunjata a son retour du Méma ou il était réfugié. La confrérie des chasseurs, donzo,
gardienne de la sécurité, de la protection de la population réunit autour d’elle, les grands simbo désemparés, les chefs
locaux pour tenter de trouver une solution a la grave crise que traversait le Mandé. Cette coalition fait appel a Sunjata et
lui demande de prendre la direction des opérations. Les coalisés réussirent & mettre en déroute & Krina en 1235, le roi du
Soso qui s’était alors proclamé selon la tradition, Mansa du Mandé. Sunjata devint a sa place le Mansa, chef supréme
reconnu du Mandé. (Boré, 2019, p. 79).
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resumed the day after on the upland of naréna, where the armies of Sosso were
destroyed®. (Cissé, 2015, p.31).

This passage illustrates the fierceness of that battle. Being the leader of his coalition, Soundiata
proved his bravery and leadership. He did not show any sign of fear in front of the dreadful

Soumahoro Kanté. He brought his coalition to victory after intense battle.

After this great achievement on the battlefield, he organized the Kurukan Fuga Conference in 1236
with his allies to unite all the kingdoms into an empire (the Mali Empire) and took laws to regulate
its entire life (the Kurukan Fuga Charter). He was unanimously chosen as the emperor of the new
empire by his allies because of his heroism and leadership qualities. In the same article Dr Boré
confirms the holding of the Kurukan Conference and the adoption of the Kurukan Fuga Charter by
Soundiata Kéita and his allies. This passage explains it: “After the Almoravid military campaigns
started in 1024, wars against Soumahoro, it became necessary to gather everyone. The idea was
initiated by Sunjata KEYITA who then summons a great assembly at Kurukan Fuga, at the northern
way out of Kangaba. There, the people of Manden and their allies adopted the Manden Charter or
Kurukan Fuga Charter* (Boré, 2019, p. 80).

The Kurukan Fuga Conference was held to endow the new empire of Mali with a single and
inclusive regulation called the Kurukan Fuga Charter. The holding of the conference and the adoption
of the charter happened under the aegis of Soundiata Kéita. Their success was due to him.

In his book La Charte de Kurukan-Fuga, Siriman Kouyaté gives more explanation about the

Kurukan Charter adopted by Soundiata Kéita in 1236. Here are his words:

The Kurukan Fuga Charter is as well the starting point of a new order after the
tumultuous period of the illegitimate reign of the sorcerer king over Manden, but
also the beginning of a new era that will illuminate all west Africa.

% La premiére bataille que cette armée, livra & celle de Soumaworo se déroula dans la vaste pénéplaine de Kirina, qui
s’étend de cet antique bourg au pied des falaises des monts Mandingues, d’ou son nom de bataille de Kirina. La puissance
des forces en présence était hors de commun. « Lorsque les yeux de Soundjata tombérent sur I’armée de Soumaworo, il
crut que ¢’était un nuage...Quant a Soumaworo, quand il apergut I’armée de Soundjata, il dit : < Quelle est cette montagne
de pierre ?°... ». Le choc fut terrible. La bataille dura toute la journée et se poursuit - chose rare- la nuit, dans I’anse de
Siby ; elle reprit le lendemain sur le plateau de naréna, ou les armées de Sosso furent décimées. (Cissé, 2015, p. 31).

4 Apres les campagnes militaires almoravides commenceées en 1042, les guerres contre Soumahoro, il fallait réunir tout
le monde. L’initiative fut prise par Sunjata KEYITA qui convoque alors une grande assemblée a Kurukan Fuga, a la sortie
Nord de Kangaba. La, les Mandenka et leurs alliés élaborérent la Charte du Mandé ou la Charte de Kurukan Fuga (Boré,
2019, p. 80).
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The Kurukan Fuga Charter was mainly adopted to draw the lessons from the
controversial reigns of Mansa Dankaran Touman KEITA and Soumaoro KANTE,
and to set up a plural society conform to the aspirations of the savannah
communities®. (Kouyaté, 2021, pp. 87-88).
From the passage one can grasp the tremendous place of the Kurukan Fuga Charter: an instrument
to brighten the future and avoid repeating the sad deeds of the past. Such a tool is unlimited in time

and space.

He also implemented the ideology of federalism and inclusion. He made the new empire a federal
state. All the 12 provinces at its foundation were given their autonomy. In Sundiata an Epic of old
Mali, D.T. Niane testifies this through the following passage: ‘He returned the spear to Kamandjan
and the king of Sibi prostrated himself before Djata, as is done when honoured by a Fama. Soundiata

took Tabon Wana’s spear and said, ‘Fran Camara my friend, I return your kingdom to you’ (Niane,
2006, p. 77).

Autonomy of the different kingdoms is proved here. With it the kingdoms had some freedom in
their management and particular links with or responsibilities towards the central authority that is the

emperor.

Jansen in his book Epopée, histoire, société: le cas de Soundjata Mali et Guinée, emphasizes the
inclusion implemented by Soundiata K¢éita in the Mali Empire. This passage shows it: “Oral tradition
sustains Soundiata by founding his empire ...assigned a duty to each of his colleagues, as that of
warrior, blacksmith or cobbler...When each of them was granted a duty, people of Manden were able

to live in peace™® (Jansen, 2001, p. 140).

® La Charte de Kurukan-Fuga est elle aussi le point de départ dun ordre nouveau aprés la période tumultueuse du régne
illégitime du roi sorcier sur le Mandé, mais aussi le début d’une nouvelle ere qui illuminera tout I’ouest africain.

La Charte de Kurukan-Fuga a été convoquée justement pour tirer les legons des régnes controversés de Mansa Dankaran
Touman KEITA et de Soumaoro KANTE, et pour mettre en place une société plurielle, conforme aux aspirations des
peoples de la savane. (Kouyaté, 2021, pp. 87-88).

® La tradition orale veut que Soundjata en fondant son empire...ait assigné une fonction a chacun de ses collaborateurs,
comme celle de Guerrier, de forgeron ou encore de cordonnier ....Lorsqu’une tache leur fut a tous attribuée la population
du Manden put alors vivre en paix’ (Jansen, 2001, p. 140).
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In addition to federalism, inclusion was also dear to Soundiata Kéita. Except lazybones, everyone
had something to do. Providing all the individuals with particular activities permitted the prosperity
and stability of the empire.

No one was excluded from the development and opportunities of the empire. Women had their fair
share in the stability and prosperity of the empire. They were not marginalized as it is sometimes
believed. In his article ‘La Charte de Kurukan Fuga: une source d’inspiration pour le droit positif
malien’, Dr Kéita underlines the inclusion and emancipation of women in the society led by Soundiata

Kéita. The below passage illustrates it:

Woman’s emancipation was already a reality. She was involved in the decision-
making and her participation in the public management was recognized. Besides, it
was strictly forbidden to coerce any violence on her. Those dispositions were
regarded as a reward for woman who played a determinant role in the founding
victory of the empire during the Kirina battle. It is recalled from history that the
defeat of Soumangourou, king of Sosso, was partly due to her wife who revealed her
secret of invincibility to Sunjata’. (Kéita, 2019, p. 101).
The complementarity between men and women is indispensable in the existence any good society.
That perception was grasped by Soundiata Keéita and he implemented it. Women were viewed as
important as men. Consequently, they were entrusted with activities and responsibilities depending

on their ability to perform them.

Soundiata Kéita was a future-oriented leader. The kurukan Fuga Charter he adopted in 1236 served
the Mali Empire and continue to influence current societies. In his article Dr Boré shows the influence
of the Kurukan Fuga Charter on the Mali Empire and beyond through the following passage: “The

Kurukan Fuga Charter has endowed the Mandingo area with dispositions which permitted the Mali

7 L’émancipation de la femme était déja une réalité. Elle était associée a la prise de décision et sa participation a la
gouvernance publique était reconnue. De plus il était formellement interdit d’exercer une quelconque violence sur elle.
Ces dispositions étaient considérées comme une récompense a 1’endroit de la femme qui a joué un réle déterminant dans
la victoire fondatrice de 1’empire lors de la bataille de Kirina. L’on se rappelle que I’histoire nous enseigne que la défaite
de Soumangourou, roi du Sosso, est en partie due & sa femme qui avait révélé son secret d’invincibilité & Sunjata. (Kéita,
2019, p.101).
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Empire to take shape and reach a political, social economic and cultural level which was not at all

inferior to that of Europe before the great discoveries™® (Boré, 2019, p.83).

In the 13" century the Mali Empire was among the greatest societies in the world regarding
economy, politics, culture and social organization. All this was the result of the implementation of
the Kurukan Fuga Charter. This charter under the authority of Soundiata Kéita was not adopted to
serve the empire during the first days of its foundation, but to serve it forever and be influential

beyond time and space.

Another quality of Soundiata Keita not the least important was fairness. He was a fair leader. This
fairness enables him to implement the principles of the Charter such as solidarity, justice, hospitality,
education, respect, hard work and sanankunya. Owing to this the Mali Empire became stable,
prosperous, vast, famous and lasted long. For the same reason, those social values have survived until
today. Dr Boré lays the emphasis on Soundiata’s attachment to the institutionalization of some

principles for the wellbeing of the empire such as leadership. The below passage shows it:
However, it is believed that the institutionalization is due to Maghan Sunjata, since
the country is, with the creation of a dynastic and hereditary state, limited to a
« linkage family » that of KONATE-KEYITA, who are regarded as mansare, that is
princes of Manden. This means henceforth no local authority can pretend the title of

king, reserved exclusively to the central authority that extends its power to the whole
territory of Manden and, with the conquest beyond®. (Boré, 2019, p. 83).

In the Kurukan Fuga Charter the management of the central authority of the empire is entrusted
with the family Kéita through article 8. Soundiata Kéita implemented that disposition. He led the
empire from 1236 to 1255 until his death. Autonomy was given to the different kings in the
management of their kingdoms with particular relationships with the central authority. Accepting the
leadership of a great empire like that of Mali and reaching its objectives of stability, prosperity and

survival is an achievement.

8 La Charte de Kurukan Fuga a doté I’aire mandingue de dispositions qui ont permis a I’empire du Mali de se former et
d’atteindre un niveau politique, social, économique et culturel qui n’avait rien a envier a I’Europe d’avant les grandes
découvertes (Boré¢, 2019, p. 83).

9 Cependant, ¢’est 8 Magan Sunjata, semble-t-il, qu’on en doit I’institutionnalisation, puisque le pays est, avec la mise en
place d’un état dynastique et héréditaire, circonscrit a une « famille lignagére », celle des KONATE-KEYITA, qui sont
salués comme mansare,, ¢’est-a-dire princes du Manden. C’est dire que désormais aucune autorité locale ne peut se
prévaloir du titre de Mansa, réservé exclusivement a 1’autorité centrale qui étend son pouvoir a ’ensemble du pays
Manden et, avec les conquétes au-dela. (Boré, 2019, p. 83).
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Soundiata Keita was a fair leader. In his article, Dr kéita underscores his fairness through the
following passage:

The dispositions taken at Kurukan Fuga reveal all the greatness of the sovereign
Sunjata and show the diversity of questions that assail the winners willling to give a
strong foundation to the empire.

The sovereign, Sunjata has expressed with force the willingness to decree on the
future of the society desiring to set rules of common life and to establish between the
members of the same family and between the clans agreement and conviviality®.
(Keita, 2019, p. 99).

The fairness of Soundiata Kéita is illustrated here through his goodwill towards his society. Even
before the adoption of the charter, he was willing to endow his society with regulation permitting
stability and conviviality. Through his fairness the Mali Empire became famous, stable, prosperous,
enjoyable and survived.

2- The lessons to be drawn from his deeds to improve leadership today

A good past is always at the service of the present and future for solutions or inspirations. Soundiata
Kéita’s achievements in the Mali Empire must be solutions to some of our current issues or simply

inspire or influence us in terms of leadership. Many lessons can be drawn from his deeds.

Patriotism is the first lesson to be drawn from the leadership of Soundiata Kéita. A leader must love
his country or society no matter what happened. Soundiata Kéita was sent to exile, but his love for
his fatherland incited him to reply positively to the call for its liberation. In La Charte du Manden by
Youssouf Tata Cissé, Soundiata’s love for his fatherland is underlined in the below passage: “Too the
patriarchs of Manden did not delay dispatching the emissaries to search this Soundiata, who, for some
years already, has been striving to mobilize, in the country of Nema, a great number of people in view

of freeing his fatherland from the tyranny of Soumaworo!'” (Cissé, 2015, p. 30).

10 ) es dispositions prises a Kurukan Fuga révélent toutes de ’envergure du souverain Sunjata et montrent la diversité
des questions qui assaillent les vainqueurs désireux de donner une assise a I’empire.

Le souverain, Sunjata, a exprimé avec force la volonté de statuer sur le devenir de la société dans le souci de fonder des

régles de vie commune et d’établir entre les membres d’une méme famille et entre les clans entente et convivialité. (Kéita,
2019, p.99).

11 Aussi les patriarches du Manden ne tardérent-ils pas a dépécher des émissaires a la recherche de ce Soundjata, qui,
depuis quelques années déja, s’employait a mobiliser, dans le pays de Néma, une multitude de gens en vue de libérer sa
patrie de la tyrannie de Soumaworo (Cissé, 2015, p. 30).
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Soundiata Kéita was sent to exile illegally. However, he did not forget his people and fatherland.
Freeing them from the oppression of Soumahoro has always been his wish. He was ready to do
anything to fulfill that wish. A good leader no matter what happens must always love his society.

That was part of Soundiata’s behaviour regarding his society.

In the article ‘The Kurukan Fuga Charter and politics and culture in Western Africa’ Issiaka Diarra

points out the patriotic side of Soundiata Kéita as follows:

The Mande constitution, one of the oldest in the world is not taken into consideration
by the large number of West Africans and mainly intellectuals. Moreover, it is
necessary to value the 44 edicts and how this famous emperor organized politically
and culturally his empire without focusing the society typically on anyone else.
Then, it is important to urge the current and coming generations to learn the positive
points from their ancestors who did their best to manage the society when things
were very complicated. (Diarra, 2019, p. 114).
Soundiata Kéita loved his society. That is why he did not hesitate to implement the content of
the Kurukan Fuga Charter. That implementation led to the good political and cultural organization
of the empire. Enforcing the laws taken is a particular sign of loving one’s society. Another

passage from the same article shows the patriotism of Soundiata Kéita:

Meanwhile, Sunjata began to initiate reforms and organized the newly unified Mali.

The campaign against the jolofin Mansa started. As many horses were killed by

Soumaworo, the Mansaré sent the horse-buyers to Senu. When they were bringing

back to Sundjata hundreds of those horses the king of Diolof took the horses from

the buyers...Sunjata gave Tiramaghan the command of the army and marched on the

Diolof king who resisted bravely. (Diarra, 2019, pp- 128-129).

Soundiata’s love for his society was more important than everything. He developed the empire

through some reforms. He was ready to defeat any opponent, internal or external, whose behavior
could impinge on the stability of the empire. That is why he took appropriate measures against the

king of Djolof who was threatening the stability of the empire.

A leader must be open to dialogue in order to take good decisions concerning his society as did
Soundiata Kéita with the Kurukan Fuga Conference and Charter. He neither organized the conference
alone nor took the decision alone. They were results of collective involvement. In Soundjata la gloire
du Mali, Youssouf Tata Cissé and Wa Kamissoko underscore the place granted to dialogue by
Soundiata in the management of his society. This passage illustrates it: ‘To seal the birth paper of
new Manden, Soundiata declared: The management of the country’s matters will not be the business

of a single family, it will be a general concern. Consequently, | propose that the war and linkage
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leaders who fought or faced Soumaworo form a single assembly that will set what needs to be
undertaken’ 12 (Cissé & Kamissoko, 1991, p.28).

This passage proves Soundiata Kéita was not individualistic and boastful. He always relied on the
contribution and participation of others in deciding anything about the society. That is why there were
very few contradictions about the decisions taken and they were enforced without any difficulty.

A leader must go for larger integration, but autonomy regarding specificities of the areas must be
taken into account. Federalism and decentralization are among the concepts implemented by
Soundiata Kéita during his leadership. They contributed greatly to the prosperity and stability of the

empire.

In his article Dr Boré points out the idea of integration and autonomy. This passage shows it: “In
fact breaking up with the traditional equalities, the Mandingo society begins a new step, very
important of its history, that endowed the society with a new type of power, based on the true
domination of a military aristocracy having as chief one single leader chosen in the clan of
KEIYITA™” (Boré, 2019, p.82).

Here the stress is laid on the federal aspect of the empire. All the kingdoms were under the authority
of a central leader. This leader was from the family Kéita as decided in the Kurukan Fuga Charter
through Article 8.

In Soundjata la gloire du Mali, Youssouf Tata Cissé and Wa Kamissoko stress the idea of

autonomy and integration advocated by Soundiata Kéita. This passage explains it:

What Soundiata proposed to the Manden people was clear and simple: freedom for
all, union and solidarity in the respect of the other; greatness of Manden ; work,
action and probity. ‘May the warriors lead the war ; may the traders go to trade ; may
the peasans practise farming, thus, living in Manden will be enjoyable, Manden will

12 pour sceller I’acte de naissance du nouveau Manden, Soundjata déclara : « La gestion des affaires du pays ne sera pas
I’affaire d’une seule famille, elle sera celle de tous. En conséquence, je propose que les chefs de guerre et de lignage qui
ont combattu ou tenu téte & Soumaworo se constituent en une seule assemblée (djé koulou kelen) qui arrétera ce qu’il y a
lieu de faire ». (Cissé & Kamissoko, 1991, p.28).

13 Rompant en effet avec les égalités traditionnelles, la société mandingue aborde une nouvelle étape, trés importante de
son histoire, qui le voit se doter de structures de pouvoir d’un type nouveau, fondées sur la vraie domination d’une
aristocratie militaire ayant comme chef un seul Mansa choisi dans le clan des KEYITA. (Boré, 2019, p. 82).
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be prosperous’ would have declared that day in the face of the world ‘the first true
leader of whole Manden’'* . (Cissé & Kamissoko, 1991, p..28).
After the foundation of the empire Soundiata Kéita the first emperor gave autonomy to the
kingdoms. Besides, he gave freedom to everyone. People were free to undertake their activities, but

honestly. That way the society became prosperous and stable.

A leader must be future perspective. He must undertake actions whose interests go beyond his own
interest, time and society. He and his deeds must be beneficial to the present and future generations
as are Soundiata K¢éita and his achievements. A concrete instance of this is the Kurukan Fuga Charter
to us today. In his article Dr Boré explains how the Kurukan Fuga Charter adopted under the aegis of
Soundiata Kéita served the Mali Empire and continues to be useful today through some of its

dispositions. This passage illustrates it:

Acrticle 7 is without any doubt the disposition of the kurukan Fuga Charter the most
needed even these days to be the compost by excellence of any integration. The
“Sanankunya and Tanamanoya” or pleasant parenthood dealing with that disposition
established between the Manden people convivial links mare or less solid according
to the case, but which all lead to the culture of tolerance or peaceful coexistence ......

That disposition transcended the temporal limits of the Mali Empire which it
emanated from to continue to serve, even nowadays®®. (Boré, 2019, pp- 84-85).

From this, one grasps that a leader must think beyond his own time and environment. That way
his deeds can serve as heritage. The Kurukan Fuga Conference and Charter are shining instruments

of this today although decided centuries ago.

14 Ce que Soundjata proposa aux malinkés était clair et simple : liberté pour tous, union et solidarité dans le respect de
’autre ; grandeur du Manden ; travail, action et probité. « Que ceux qui font la guerre fassent la guerre ; que ceux qui font
le commerce fassent le commerce ; que ceux qui pratiquent I’agriculture pratiquent I’agriculture ; ainsi le Manden sera
agréable a vivre, le Manden sera prospére », aurait déclaré ce jour-la a la face du monde « le premier vrai mansa du
Manden tout entier ». (Cissé & Kamissoko, 1991, p.28).

151 "article 7 est sans nul doute la disposition de Kurukan Fuga la plus sollicitée méme de nos jours pour étre le le terreau
par excellence de toute intégration. Le « Sanankunya et le Tanamanoya» ou parenté plaisante qui fait I’objet de cette
disposition a institué entre les Mandenka, des liens conviviaux plus ou moins solides selon le cas, mais qui concourent
tous a la culture de la tolérance et de la coexistence pacifique. ...

Cette disposition a transcendé les limites temporelles de 1’empire du Mali dont elle est ’émanation pour continuer a
servir, méme de nos jours. (Boré, 2019, pp- 84-85).
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Another passage from the same article shows the everlasting influence of the Kurukan Fuga

Charter. Here it is:

They will therefore relive the hunters’Charter, that of Kurukan Fuga. Today that
charter is considered by all as a kind of constitution which, during several centuries,
regulated Manden, inspired the Songhoy empire, the Bambara kingdoms of Ségou
and Kaarta, the Djoula empire of Samori, and still continues to assure social
cohesion, solve conflicts, disagreements, in some cases safeguard the environment
in areas like Dogon country where it is seriously threatened.

The African constitutionalists gathered wonder today if in the elaboration of new
constitutions, one would not allude to the Kurukan Fuga Charter'® (Boré, 2019,
p.90).

The influence of the Kurukan Fuga charter through time and space is underlined here. It
survived until today after influencing many societies. In the elaboration of the new Malian

Constitution (2023) allusion was made to the Kurukan Fuga Charter. As an everlasting

instrument, it will serve the future generation as well.

In his article Dr Keita underlines the futurist mind of Soundiata Kéita through the current
influence of the Kurukan Fuga Charter he adopted. This passage shows it:

The empire having disappeared, the content of the Charter and the rituals associated
with it continue to be transmitted from generation to generation. It is today codified
to mark in a familiar way the origin of human rights on the African ground. The
Kurukan Fuga Charter contains a great number of prescriptions that deal with the
modern problematic of human rights. It is a text that prefigures the idea of a lawful
State through the principle of inviolability and sacred character of the human being®’.
(Kéita, 2019, p. 103).

16 115 vont alors revivre la Charte des chasseurs, celle de Kurukan Fuga. Aujourd’hui cette charte est considérée par tous
comme un type de constitution qui, pendant plusieurs siécles, a régi le Mandé, inspiré 1I’empire Songhoy, les royaumes
Bambara de Ségou et du Kaarta, I’empire Djoula de Samori, et continue encore aujourd’hui a assurer la cohésion sociale,
a résoudre les conflits, les différends, dans certains cas a sauvegarder 1’environnement dans des zones comme le pays
dogon ou il est fortement menacé.

Les constitutionnalistes africains réunis se posent aujourd’hui la question de savoir si dans 1’élaboration des Nouvelles
constitutions, on ne référerait pas a la Charte de Kurukan Fuga. (Boré, 2019, p. 90).

17 L’empire ayant disparu, la teneur de la Charte et les rites qui y sont associés continuent d’étre oralement transmis de
pére en fils. Elle est aujourd’hui codifiée pour marquer de maniere notoire la source des droits de I’homme sur le sol
africain. La Charte de Kurukan Fuga contient un bon nombre de prescriptions qui relévent de la problématique moderne
des droits humains. Il s’agit d’un texte qui préfigure I’idée de 1’Etat de droit a travers le principe de I’inviolabilité et de la
sacralité de la personne humaine. (Kéita, 2019, p. 103).
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Today the Kurukan Fuga Charter is serving the current societies through some dispositions as if it
did not belong to a remote past. The dispositions related to stability, solidarity, hospitality, protection

of the environment and human rights are daily used to solve current issues.

A leader must be a shining example for his people if he wants his reputation and actions to be left
as heritage for the next generations. To achieve this, he must be a fair man. The implementation of
justice can allow a leader to enjoy that privilege. Soundiata Kéita implemented justice in his empire.
That’s why his reputation and achievements survived beyond his time and society. Niane illustrates
it through the following passage: “Djata’s justice spared nobody. He followed the very word of God.
He protected the weak against the strong and people will make journeys lasting several days to come
and demand justice of him. Under his sun the upright man was rewarded and the wicked one

punished” (Niane, 2006, p. 81).

Soundiata’s fairness was the secret of his success and reputation. It permitted him to be close to the
population, enjoy trust from them and establish strong links with them. Consequently, they were
willing to enforce any decision coming from him. That way his leadership became easier and

successful.

Conclusion

Soundiata Kéita was the first emperor of the Mali Empire. Many emperors succeeded him up to
the decline of the empire. Some of them are not even known because they did not do anything and
left nothing as heritage. Soundiata K¢ita is a shining example among them and is always alluded to
because he achieved much and let something as heritage. He is like a rear-view mirror for the present
and future generations. His influence can be felt in current leadership in some West African countries.
Many centuries after his death, he is still praised because of his achievements. Current leaders must

think of being in the same position after their death.
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